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	The Honorable  SENATOR
ADDRESS FOR SENATOR

	

	RE:
	Reject Trade-Prohibitive Measures in Federal Aviation Administration Reauthorization


Senator NAME,

I am writing to address an issue of great importance to the NUMBER employees at COMPANY NAME. The current threat to our international aviation maintenance market undermines a sector of the economy that generates over $19 billion in domestic economic activity and produces a positive balance of trade for the United States. 
Section 303 of the House-passed FAA Reauthorization Act (H.R. 915) mandates that FAA-certificated foreign repair stations be subjected to twice annual inspections by FAA authorities. The section also mandates that individuals performing work at foreign repair stations be placed in the Department of Transportation drug and alcohol testing program, regardless of foreign state laws. Both mandates are contrary to agreements in the bilateral aviation safety agreement (BASA) between the United States and European Union. If adopted into law, the EU will terminate the BASA. The fallout will fall squarely on my company and others similarly situated throughout the country.

Aviation is a global industry, and COMPANY NAME competes in the global market. Of particular importance is the European market, which we, as a holder of a European Aviation Safety Agency (EASA) certificate, derive significant revenue.  Approximately NUMBER percent of our income depends on access to European customers. Our EASA certificate keeps this exchange of commerce alive. However, this profitable relationship is being threatened by legislation on Capitol Hill.

On Aug. 19, EASA began sending letters to all U.S.-based certificate holders requesting information in preparation for the demise of the BASA and resulting increase in fees to be levied on U.S.-based facilities. Under the BASA, COMPANY NAME currently pays DOLLAR AMOUNT in annual surveillance fees to maintain its EASA certificate. Without the BASA, the cost for the same certificate will be DOLLAR AMOUNT. My business will be forced to make dire decisions in order to cut costs, stay competitive, and maintain employment numbers. This, however, can be prevented.

On behalf of me and my colleagues, I respectfully urge you to reject attempts to amend the foreign repair station provisions in the FAA Air Transportation Modernization and Safety Improvement Act (S. 1451) to correspond with the House bill. In addition, the House language in Sec. 303 must not be included in the final bill post-conference – there is simply too much at stake.
Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Sincerely,
