FEASIBILITY OF REQUIRING HELICOPTER PILOTS TO USE NIGHT VISION
' GOGGLES.
H312/S--
House bill
Section 312 directs the FAA to conduct a study and report to Congress within one year of
enactment on the feasibility and potential risks of requiring all pilots of helicopters providing air
ambulance services to use night vision goggles during nighttime operations.

Senate bill
No similar provision.

Conference Substitute
House bill.

’ ' ~~  MAINTENANCE PROVIDERS '

H314/8522 SR '
House bill ‘ S Lo e R

Section 314 requires the Administrator to issue regulations within three years to mandate
that maintenance work on aircraft be performed only by individuals employed by a part 121 air
carrier, a part 145 repair station, or a company that provides contract workers to part 121 carriers
or part 145 repair stations if the individual meets part 121/145 requirements, works under the
supervision of a part 121/145 carrier/station, and carries out the work in accordance with part
121/145. : ’ -

Senate bill
Section 522 is a similar provision.

Conference Substitute _ _

Senate bill with modifications, including heading changed to “Maintenance Providers.”
This section directs the Administrator to require that essential maintenance, regularly scheduled
maintenance, and work pursuant to required inspection items must be performed by part 121
carriers, part 145 repair stations, or contractors meeting the requirements of part 121 or 145

-certificate holders. Covered work performed by a contractor meeting the requirements of par
121 or 145 certificate holders are subject to the following terms and conditions: 1) the part 121
carrier shall be directly in charge of work; 2) the work shall be carried out according to the part
121 carrier's maintenance manual; and 3) the work shall be performed under the part 121 carrier's
supervision and control, _

121 air carriers are responsible for ensuring that all maintenance, whether performed by
the air carrier itself or performed by another entity under contract with the carrier, is conducted
in-accordance with the air carrier's maintenance program. When maintenance is performed by
another entity, the air carrier continues to be responsible for the oversight of these maintenance
providers, who are considered to be an extension of the air carrier's maintenance program. This
provision will ensure that oversight responsibility for maintenance remain with the 121 air
carrier recognizing supervision and oversight of individuals may be with a Part 145 repair
station. '
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Responsibility for oversight by 121 carriers is not meant to change the permitted work of
the Part 145 repair stations. In particular, 145 stations can continue to supervise and oversee the
activities of individuals that perform contract maintenance-when it is necessary to obtain
technical expertise. ~

STUDY OF AIR QUALITY IN CABINS '
H--/S564
House bill
No similar provision.

Senate bill

Section 517 requires the FAA to initiate a study of air quality in aircraft cabins.
Additionally, the Administrator would be given the authority to require domestic carriers to
allow monitoring of air quality on their aircraft while the study is conducted. The Administrator
is required to initiate research and development work on effective air cleaning and sensor
technology for the engine and auxiliary power unit for bleed air supplied to the passenger cabin
and flight deck of a pressurized aircraft within 180 days of enactment.

Conference Subs. rztute

Senate bill modified by removmg Ianguage requu ing the FAA to determme the extent to
which the installation of sensors and air filters on commercial aircraft would provide a public
health benefit. The conference also agreed that the FAA’s authority to monitor air quality may
not impose significant costs to air carriers and may not interfere with the carrier’s normal use of

the aircraft.

IMPROVED PILOT LICENSES
H307/S-- '
House bill
Section 307 directs the Administrator to issue improved pllot hcenses thal are tamper-
resistant, include a photograph of the individual, and are capable of accommodating a digital
photograph, a biometric identifier, or any other unique identifier. It instructs the Administrator
to develop methods to determine or reveal if part of license issued has been tampered with.

Senate bill _
No provision.

Conference Substztuz‘e

House bill modified by adding new language: 1) directing the Adrmmstratm to provide
the relevant House and Senate Committees with a timeline for the issuance of pilot licenses; 2)
specifying that the new licenses should incorporate biometric identifiers; and 3) requiring that
the licenses must comply with established aviation security chéckpoint clearance standards. The
conference committee recognizes that the federal government is responsible for the screening of
all individuals prior to entry into airport sterile areas and expects that efforts to utilize improved
pilot certificates will be carried out by the federal government,

STUDY OF HELICOPTER AND FIXED WING AIR AMBULANCE SERVICES
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